
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, November 6, 2019 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati, Joseph Miceli and Julie 
Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay. 
Absent/Excused:   Commissioner Michael T. DeFeo; Superintendent of Highway/Parks Annette 
Turnquist. 
 
There was a quorum. Chairman asked for a moment of silence in honor of recently deceased 
John Fontana, former board member and longtime coach. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Miceli made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Portfolio, to accept the 
minutes of the October 2, 2019 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay reported that the full slate of fall programs is underway.  He highlighted a few 
programs.  The fall softball league will wrap up tonight.  Fall tennis continues next Wednesday.  
Youth basketball and wrestling are underway.  Registration for men’s basketball is open; it will 
start in January.  A safe boating course with the State DEEP is scheduled for March.  Mr. 
Lapreay is working on a couple of other programs as well. 
 
Santa in the Park will be Sunday, December 1, at the Drive-In facility from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  
White Christmas in the Community will be Friday, December 6, in both downtown Southington 
and Plantsville.  In conjunction with White Christmas in the Community is the “flip the switch” 
contest to turn on the holiday lights.  Children ages 3 to 10 can register online and then Town 
Manager Mark Sciota selects the winners, one for Southington and one for Plantsville.   
 
Bow hunting has begun at Crescent Lake; runs from September 16 through December 31.  
Hunters get permits through the Recreation Department. As of today, there are 17 individuals 
signed up.  Signs are up around the park warning people of bow hunting season.  So far one deer 
has been taken out. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Galati, seconded by Commissioner Miceli, to accept the report of the 
Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
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REPORT ON PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
In the absence of Mrs. Turnquist, Chairman Fasulo would report during Old Business. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Placement of “Kindness Rocks.”  At the last meeting there was discussion about the location 
for the rocks.  All agreed the location suggested near Zingarella’s was not a good spot.  
Chairman Fasulo and Mrs. Turnquist walked part of the trail looking for a more appropriate 
location.  It was suggested behind Total Maintenance.  There is room; there are shrubs that the 
rocks could be placed around.  Also, the mural is colorful and would be an attractive area.  
Apparently the rocks are in boxes at Kennedy, awaiting approval of location.  No one had any 
objection to the suggested new location. 
 
Mr. Lapreay commented that during the windstorm last week a rather large pine tree fell into the 
playground area, causing some damage.  It is being taken care of. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1. Tree Donation in Memory of John Fontana.  Chairman Fasulo said he had a request from John 
Fontana’s wife to plant a tree in his memory in one of our parks.  A plaque was also requested.  
There was no objection.  Mrs. Turnquist will decide which park in conjunction with the grounds 
coordinator.  Mr. Lapreay said it is a flowering tree.  John’s daughter contacted him and he said 
he would let her know what the decision is.  He will check out the size of other tree plaques and 
let her know that as well.  Motion by Commissioner Portfolio to approve having the memorial 
tree planted in a park, seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
2. Schedule of Meeting Dates for 2020.  The proposed meeting dates for next year were in the 
packet.  No one foresaw any problems with the dates.  Motion by Commissioner Miceli, 
seconded by Commissioner Portfolio, to approve the proposed schedule.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Miceli.  Meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


